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Selected as a Best Book of 2018 by NPR, Kirkus Reviews, School Library Journal, and Shelf

Awareness!A young Muslim girl spends a busy day wrapped up in her mother’s colorful

headscarf in this sweet and fanciful picture book from debut author and illustrator Jamilah

Tompkins-Bigelow and Ebony Glenn.A khimar is a flowing scarf that my mommy wears.Before

she walks out the door each day, she wraps one around her head.A young girl plays dress up

with her mother’s headscarves, feeling her mother’s love with every one she tries on. Charming

and vibrant illustrations showcase the beauty of the diverse and welcoming community in this

portrait of a young Muslim American girl’s life.

"This affirming book will be a welcome mirror for Muslim and interfaith families, and a

necessary counter to the Islamophobic discourse that fills the current airwaves. The

illustrations are as lively and brightly colored as the khimars themselves, and smiling faces of

friends and family members echo the warm message of the text." (Booklist February 1, 2018)*

"At the core of the story is the love between the girl and her mother....The words are often

lyrical, and the story artfully includes many cultural details that will delight readers who share

the cheerful protagonist's culture and enlighten readers who don't. With a universal message of

love and community, this book offers a beautiful representation of a too-often-overlooked

cultural group." (Kirkus Reviews - starred review February 15, 2018)* "Debut author Thompkins-

Bigelow’s lyrical text and Glenn’s lighthearted Disney-style pictures are similarly sunny. Rather

than offer an exegesis of the khimar or a plea for acceptance and understanding, they allow

their heroine’s carefree confidence to speak for itself." (Publisher's Weekly - starred review

January 29, 2018)* "The vibrancy and charm of Glenn's art is embracing, allowing readers of

all cultures and faiths to appreciate the narrator's joy and celebrate with her. Readers of all

backgrounds can easily identify with the imaginative, young narrator...The delightful prose and

whimsical illustrations reflect a culture of diversity and acceptance while offering many entry

points for discussion with young audiences. Warm and sweet, Mommy's Khimar is an uplifting

and invigorating tale for any story time." (Shelf Awareness - STARRED review April 20,

2018)"A sweet addition to picture book collections." (School Library Journal May 2018)About

the AuthorJamilah Thompkins-Bigelow is a Philadelphia-based educator and children’s book

author. Her works, which center young Black Muslim protagonists, have been recognized and

critically praised by many trusted voices in literature, including American Library

Association, School Library Journal, and NPR. Her books include Mommy’s Khimar and Your

Name is a Song, and she is a contributor to the Once Upon an Eid anthology.Ebony Glenn is a

children’s book illustrator whose whimsical and expressive imagery can be found in Mommy’s

Khimar and Brave Ballerina: The Story of Janet Collins, among others. Passionate for the arts

and great storytelling, she enjoys creating whimsical imagery for picture books to provide rich

literary experiences for young readers. Ebony lives in the outskirts of Atlanta with her

family. From the AuthorJamilah Thompkins-Bigelow is a passionate educator, anti-racism

activist, wife, and mother of two. She is a 2016 MuslimARC Muslim Anti-Racism–AMEL Fellow.

She lives in Philadelphia with her family. Mommy’s Khimar is her first picture book.Ebony Glenn

is an illustrator and artist living on the quiet outskirts of Atlanta, Georgia. With an arts degree in

drawing and painting from UNG, she aspires to bring stories to life with fanciful illustrations that

are filled with whimsy and charm to provide rich literary experiences for readers. --This text



refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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reader 6, “Love from Christian hijabi. Full disclosure, I am not Muslim. I wear a scarf in the hijab

style, but I'm Christian. So, I'm reviewing this from outside the target audience's perspective.I

got this book for my son (4 y.o.), since he just started noticing that I look different for all the

other mommies. He loves it and I love it. Here's why:1. The make-believe element of the girl

playing with the scarves is pretty cute. My son especially likes the baby bird page.2. It brings a

magic to the wearing of scarves that is largely absent from other books on the topic.3. There is

no explicit mention of religion in the book. This is important, because my son's teachers

wouldn't be allowed to read it to the class if it talked about religion. And I really want his class

to read it.4. My son can identify with the mommy on the page, since she looks like his mommy.I

love it! If you wear hijab, or even if you don't, it's a good one to add to the collection. It's a very

lovely story.”

Christina Robertson, Ph.D., “A Beautiful Introduction to Diversity!. I bought Mommy's Khimar

for my seven-year-old twin granddaughters. They love to visit me in Philadelphia where seeing

women and young girls in hijabs is a common sight. Because my granddaughters do not see

people of the Muslim faith where they live, I thought it would be a great introduction to the

question, "Why does she have a scarf on her head, Mimi?" which I know they will ask when

they come to visit. The book appeals to the imagination and speaks to any child who has ever

identified with her mother through trying on the clothes she wears. I know this book will be a

"hit" with my granddaughters.”

Twin Mama, “Adorable!. This book is so sweet! As a convert mommy of little girls I just love the

fact that the grandma isn’t Muslim. This helps me teach my girls that we are a blended family. I

also like the way the little girl is imaginative with her mommy’s hijabs. It’s a cute book I highly

recommend!”

Mila, “Perfect for little hijabis. Bought for 3 year old niece. The story is simple and sweet and

connects to what my niece already does - the character plays dress up with her mom's scarves

the same way that my niece does. Inclusive representation - this book does an excellent job of

normalizing visuals of people with color and culture and helping turn around the narrative that

only 1 type of people are worthy of being in publications.”

MelodyB, “Sweet Illustrations and Story!. This is a book I would have loved as a child. It really

makes my heart happy to see a beautiful brown family featured in such a thoughtful and loving

way. The simple story leaves one feeling uplifted, and the illustrations are simply beautiful. It is



more important than ever that children be exposed to diverse, positive images. I hope this book

will end up in every library young children of all backgrounds might have access to.”

Jon Gietzen, “Good story. I bought this for a daughter of a friend who is Muslim to celebrate her

Bismillah. Very cute story, paintings are well done. A surprising character is a grandmother who

seems to be Christian. My friend and I talked and we think the child’s mom converted to Islam.

The story is very well done and respectful. Would recommend.”

Sr.Kathy, “Good for your library. asak A really cute book. The illustrations are adorable. Love

that there are different Muslims ethnicities in the story. What is really nice is that one of the

Grandmothers are Christian.”

Ummayoub, “Love it. I loved the book, BEAUTIFUL illustrations, encourage little girls to wear

hijab x”

E MSAID, “Beautiful. Me and my kids absolutely love this. Empowering and so beautiful.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Great booo. Amazing book. Great for black muslims reverts with children”

Subaby2016, “Beautiful book to introduce the hijab to young girls. Beautiful book for

introducing the concept of hijab to young Muslim girls. I specially liked the part where it specify

that the girl’s grandma isn’t Muslim and doesn’t wear a hijab but loves her none the less, which

is something my family can relate to since we are a mixed religions family. My daughter is the

only hijabi in her school (and perhaps the only Muslim girl) and was starting to feel left out

when wearing the hijab, but this book is helping her learn and love the value for one’s own

identity.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Perfect. Amazing story told in a beautiful way! Accessible and modern

language but very poetic at the same time. Very good quality and pictures and so close to our

reality. My 4 yours old loves it! A special mention to the grandmother who is not a muslim but

"we love each others all the same".”

The book by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow has a rating of 5 out of 4.9. 256 people have

provided feedback.



Language: English

File size: 3423 KB

Simultaneous device usage: Up to 5 simultaneous devices, per publisher limits

Text-to-Speech: Not enabled

Enhanced typesetting: Not Enabled

X-Ray: Not Enabled

Word Wise: Not Enabled

Print length: 40 pages

Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

